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$40 m olive
plant start
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world’s major supermar-
kets and distributors.

Many members of the
Braha family flew in
from Italy especially to
attend the ceremony and
joined several hundred
members of the commu-
nity, olive investors,
shareholders, staff and
representatives from
Gannawarra and Lod-
don Shire Council.

Speaking at the
launch, Mr Ruben Bra-

ha, although a long way
from home, commented
that he felt at home, in
Boort, amongst the olive
trees, and spoke of his
enthusiasm in develop-
ing the Australian olive
oil industry.

“I can see a major new
industry growing before
my eyes,” Mr Braha
said, “And develop-
ments such as this pro-
ject and the New
Mediterranean mean
that Australia will

share in the growth of
olive oil markets.”
World olive oil produc-
tion has significantly
grown over the last
decade, with a 13 per
cent increase this year
alone, to meet increas-
ing consumption.
Market projections to
2008 indicate a contin-
ued growth with major
growth markets in
France, Germany and
Holland as well as po-
tential new markets in

Growing a market
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remain only two citrus
orchardsin the Murrabit
district, although pleas-
ingly the industry has
not been lost from the
wider-region, but ap-
pears, as a trend, to have
shifted towards the
Koondrook-Barham dis-
trict, where there are
ideal sandy soil condi-
tions.

Faced with this dilem-
ma of change, the Dalley
family explored several
options, including the
possibility of selling the

farming property.

They also consulted
with the former econom-
ic development officer,
Mr Ken McDougall, who
introduced the family to
Melbourne-based con-
sultant, Mr Paul Miller.

This introduction was
to prove highly signifi-
cant for the Dalleys and
ultimately led to the es-
tablishment and devel-
opment of Dalley’s Nurs-
ery.

Mr Miller, who holds
significant experience in
the horticultural indus-
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G-MW wins Engineering Excellence Award
G-MW'’s successful Lake Eppalock Remedial Works

(WATER IN STORE ) “
Storage Current Volume % change This time
MLand % this week last year
Nillahcootie 38,212, 96% 0% 40,372
Eildon 1,466,567 43% 0% 1,776,282 ||
Waranga Basin 301,702 73% -4% 402,879
Eppalock 187,276 60% -1% 302,471
Cairn Curran 75,454  51% 0% 147,891
Tullaroop 38,844  52% -1% 60,211
Dartmouth 3,451,312 88% -1% 3,052,470
\ Hume 2,415,102 79% -1% 3,033,060

Project has taken out an Engineering Excellence
Award for Rural and Regional Infrastructure Projects
up to $10 million. The Eingineering Excellence
Awards are conducted every two years by the
Victorian division of the Institution of Engineers and
are widely recognised in the industry and the

profession as a measure of best practice. The award

Australia in a category that attracted a wide range of

engineering projects from across the state.

Woorinen Pipeline Project

Works are progressing on the construction of the
$18.4 million Woorinen pipeline near Swan Hill. The
original concrete lined channels supplying the area
have reached the end of their useful life and need to

be replaced. Construction of the 5 km long 1575 mm,
concrete lined steel main is 35% complete, while the
contract for the design and construction of a 10m

diameter x 12 m high steel tank is about to be let.
Installation of the remaining 70 km pipeline will
commence early next year. The new pipeline will
provide efficient, year round services to this growing

horticultural region.

Northern Victorian Water Exchange

In the Goulburn System 1289 ML traded at $48 per
ML, while in the Murray System (Zone 7, Barmah to
SA Border) 57.9 ML traded at $27.25 per ML.

www.g-mwater.com.au
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|| was made jointly to G-MW and consultants URS

try, strongly encouraged
Phil and Karen to con-
sider tapping into the
rapidly expanding Aus-
tralian olive oil market.

The Dalley family al-
ready had some experi-
mental experience pro-
ducing seedlings, having
producing hybrid wil-
lows for planned wind-
breaks on the orchard,
and so the transition in-
to a commercial nursery
was a natural progres-
sion in many respects.

With the combined ex-
pertise of Mr Miller and
the enthusiasm of the
Dalley family to explore
innovative farming de-
velopments, the pair de-
vised a five-year busi-
ness plan to supply oil-
producing olive trees to
commercial orchards,
retail outlets and hobby
farmers.

The nursery has grad-
ually developed over the
last five years and the
business now annually
propagates over 65,000
trees, less than one me-
tre in height, for local
commercial businesses
in Boort and Cohuna, as
well as orchards across
the state, including Sale
and Portland.

Nursery sales have al-
so expanded interstate
inrecent years, with cus-
tomers now in Sydney
and the potential for fur-
ther expansion into oth-
er states.

This is a 13-fold in-
crease since the compa-
ny’s establishment in
1996 with the Dalleys
propagating only 5000
cuttings in their first
year.

The eight-month pro-
duction process, which is
completed on-site, has
been refined in accor-
dance with the business
plan, with the seedlings
now always struck from
cuttings, rather than
grown from seed, to pro-
mote uniformity.

The nursery employs
up to 12 people locally
during the annual busy
period, between Febru-
ary and June, with work-
ers helping the Dalleys
at the cutting, process-
ing and potting stages.

The 12 different vari-
eties of olive trees pro-
duced at the nursery, all

Asia.

Mr Braha described
Australia as a consis-
tent and reliable source
of extra virgin olive oil
and said that the com-
pany were excited by the
potential of the
Olivecorp project.

“We are confident that
the processing facility
will continue to reflect
the excellence already
displayed by all parties
to this project,” Mr Bra-
ha said.

niche

have an average-to-good
success rate with man-
agement keen to contin-
ue exploring new tech-
niques, sourced from
overseas suppliers and
other industries, to en-
hance the overall health
of the trees.

Despite this enthusi-
asm to experiment with
new techniques, the Dal-
leys are confidently
working towards an ulti-
mate goal of sustainabil-
ity.

“Experimenting with
available options is the
key to sustainability, as
businesses can develop a
spread of lines that will
combat market variabil-
ity and safe-guard the
future,” Mr Dalley said.

Mr Dalley described
the last five years as a
very interesting learn-
ing experience and
strongly encourages oth-
er farmers and business-
es within the district to
undertake an objective
assessment of their en-
terprise.

“It is certainly a chal-
lenge to explore beyond
traditional comfort
zones, but we, as a fam-
ily, have thoroughly en-
joyed facing these chal-
lenges and people should
readily embrace the op-
portunity to broaden
their outlook for the fu-
ture.”

The nursery is current-
ly trialling an integrated
pest management con-
trol technique as well as
a trial of 1000 walnut
tree seedlings, which are
reportedly growing well.

If the trials continue
their current success,
the nursery may be one
of the main suppliers of
walnut seedlings to a
growing walnut indus-
try within the district
that is significantly ex-
panding in the Serpen-
tine and Durham-Ox
districts.

“There is a great po-
tential for horticultural
development in the re-
gion and these are very
exciting times for the
shire,” Mr Dalley said,
“Despite misconceived
perceptionsthatthearea
is not suited to horticul-
ture, there is good soil,
the right environment
and a lot of resources.”

Takmg the f1na1 step in becomlng the Australia’s newest citizens
in the Shire of Wakool. Wakool Mayor, Cr David Shannon, right, of-
ficially naturalizes the McNaul family from New Zealand, Shane,
Lynette, Paige, Teigan and Fraser. The rice farming family has lived
in Wakool, north of Barham, for the last eight years although Aus-
tralia has been their home for over 18 years.

$1 m pool funds plan

Gannawarra Shire
Council intends to pro-
vide better disability ac-
cess at its pools across
the shire as part of its
aquatic facilities strate-
gic plan.

Subject to securing
funding through the
State Government’s Bet-
ter Pools Program, coun-
cil will undertake just
over $1 million worth of
maintenance and capital
works improvements to
its pools located across
the shire, as outlined in
the strategic plan pre-
pared by Michael King
and Associates.

Shire chief executive
officer, Mr Peter Bollen
said he is not surprised
at the amount of money
thatneeds tobe spent up-
grading the pools be-
cause the pools are typi-
cally more than 40 years
old.

Council-owned pools at
Kerang, Leitchville, Co-
huna, Quambatook and
Koondrook contain inad-
equate disabled access in
line with the Disability
Discrimination Act.

Mr Bollen said council
has employed a rural ac-
cess worker to address
these issues.

The Gannawarra
Aquatic Facilities
Strategic Plan, prepared
for council by Michael
King and Associates,
outlines key areas in
need of upgrading to en-
sure compliance with the
code including toilet and
shower facilities, access
ramps, walkways and
car spaces, and the pro-
vision of ramps and sup-
port railing to allow eas-
ier access to swimming
pools.

Council employed the
consultants to prepare
the plan with the view to
securing funding
through the State Gov-
ernment’s Better Pools
program for capital
works and maintenance
improvements.

Previous studies car-
ried out by the Royal Life
Saving Society into the
swimming pools’ safety
and a technical audit
compiled by Dennis Hunt
and Associates, were re-
viewed by consultant,
Sharon Oxenbridge.

Ms Oxenbridge said ex-
tensive consultation was
carried out with the man-
agement committees of
each pool, swimming
clubs, andlocal schools to
help assess the needs of
each pool.

Cohuna and Kerang
swimming pool contrac-
tor, Geoff Dale and man-
agement committees at

the other three swim-
ming pools, have praised
the report and have said
a strategic plan for the
shire’s swimming pools
is vital for ensuring the
long term sustainability
of the aquatic facilities.

Mr Dale said recom-
mendations made by
Kerang and Cohuna
swimming clubs and lo-
cal schools have been ad-
dressed in the report.

Among the concerns
and requirements raised
by the Kerang Swim-
ming Club was the need
to restore lighting at the
facility.

Accordingly, Mr Bollen
said lighting will be re-
stored once rewiring is
completed at the pool in
the near future.

Other issues raised by
the Kerang Swimming
Club was the need for
more shade areas and
better communication
between management
committees and council.

Re-coating of the Co-
huna swimming pool
slide, following requests
from Mr Dale, has al-
ready begun and is ex-
pected to be finished ear-
ly next year.

Mr Dale said it is im-

portant a strategy for
the shire’s pools was for-
mulated because other-
wise the pools would con-
tinue to be degraded.

Koondrook Swimming
Pool management com-
mittee president, Greg
Ewen said the commit-
tee’s main concerns
raised with Ms Oxen-
bridge was the run down
state of their kiosk and
toilet area.

He said the building is
more than 40 years old
and has cracks in the
walls.

“I'd like to see a whole
new complex built with
disabled toilets in-
stalled, as well as im-
proved disabled access
through out the com-
plex,” Mr Ewen said.

“I think the pool is an
asset to the town that is
used heavily by Koon-
drook and Barham resi-
dents as well as tourists
in the summer time,” he
said.

All committees and
management of the pools
made the request for so-
lar heating at the pools,
however Mr Bollen said
this is unlikely to hap-
pen in the near future.
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for the special men %

in your life

The Davidoff Cool Water Man

¥ .-Christmas collection offers a 2 peice coffret containing-3 j.

+ Eau de Toilette
Natural Spray 75ml A
- After Shave Balm 75 ml " §#%
RRP: $89 (inc. GST) .

Valued at $158

* For the contemporary man Joop! Homme{_i *

offers a 2 piece toiletry bag containing;

+ Eau de Toilette natural
Spray 75ml
» Shower Gel 150ml

RRP: $90 (inc. GST)

-

OR COME IN AND SEE THE

¥ Kodak DC 3200

5 - Digital Camera

4+ Internal memory

g+ Preview and

. review pictures
4 » Comes with parallel

for the best photos in town

‘wx. port adaption and Kodak software

$359°299

;. McCasker’s Pharmacy fﬂ:m-t ;
’ ."'Vrctorla st Kerang Phone 5452 1010 o




